AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.116 Q87978 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/540,159 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): An information storage system provided with a bulk 

memory and a host device for controlling writing of data into said bulk memory, said host device 
comprising: 

an NG table for storing addresses sp e cifying ar e as of said bulk memory and information 
showing whether or not data can be written into an area of said bulk memory specified by an 
address into which data cannot b e writt e n ; 

a performance-guaranteed environment determination means for determining whether or 
not a current environment of said bulk memory is outside a performance-guaranteed environment 
in which performance of said bulk memory is guaranteed; and 

a control means for writing data in an area of said bulk memory specified by aft-a 
writable address of which is not stor e d in said NG table when said performance-guaranteed 
environment determination means determines that the current environment is outside the 
performance-guaranteed environment. 

2. (currently amended): The information storage system according to claim 1, 
wherein said control means includes: 
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an address acquisition means for acquiring the writable address of said bulk memory 

wh i ch is n ot stored in said NG table when said performance-guaranteed environment 

determination means determines that the current environment of said bulk memory is outside the 

performance-guaranteed environment; 

a data acquisition means for acquiring the data which are to be written into said bulk 
memory; 

a data writing means for writing the data acquired by said data acquisition means into the 
area of said bulk memory which is specified by the writable address acquired by said address 
acquisition means; and 

a verification checking means for comparing the data which have been written into the 
area by said data writing means with the data acquired by said data acquisition means, and for 
writing- generating information in said NG table indicating that data cannot be written to the area 
of the bulk memory specified by the wr i t able address acquired by said address acquisition means 
in said NG table when determining that the data which have been written into the area does not 
match the data acquired by said data acquisition means. 



3. (currently amended): The information storage system according to claim 2, 
wherein said address acquisition means makes a request of a file system that manages files stored 
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in said bulk memory to acquire the writable address which i s not stored in said NG table so as to 
aequir-e tl^e-atldi^s^i^ said bulk m e m ory from said file system. 

4. (previously presented): The information storage system according to claim 2, 
wherein said data acquisition means acquires the data from a memory on a cluster-by-cluster 
basis. 

5. (currently amended): The information storage system according to claim 1, 
wherein information indicating the addresses specifying areas of said bulk memory into which 
data cannot be written am- [sstored in said NG table if an attempt, by said control means, to write 
data in said areas is unsuccessful and wherein the host device is a separate device from the bulk 
memory. 

6. (previously presented): The information storage system according to claim 2, 
wherein if said verification checking means determines that the data which have been written 
into the area does not match the data acquired by said data acquisition means, the data writing 
means rewrites the data acquired by said data acquisition means into an area of said bulk 
memory which is specified by a different address. 
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7. (previously presented): The information storage system according to claim 6, 
wherein if a number of attempts to write the data acquired by said data acquisition means into 
said bulk memory exceeds a permissible number of times, the verification checking means 
generates an error event. 

8. (currently amended): A host device for controlling writing of data into a bulk 
memory, said host device comprising: 

an NG table for storing addresses specifying areas of said bulk memory and information 
s how ing wh eth er or not data c an b e w r it te n int o an ar e a of sa id bulk m emor y spec i fied by an 
address into which da ta cann ot b e w ri tten; 

a performance-guaranteed environment determination circuit which determines whether 
or not a current environment of said bulk memory is outside a performance-guaranteed 
environment in which performance of said bulk memory is guaranteed; and 

a control circuit which writes data in an area of said bulk memory specified by a«-a 
writable address which is not stor e d in of said NG table if said performance-guaranteed 
environment determination circuit determines that the current environment is outside the 
performance-guaranteed environment. 
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9. (currently amended): The host device according to Claim 8, wherein said control 
circuit comprises: 

an address acquisition circuit which acquires the wr itabl e address of said bulk m e mory 
which i s not stored in said NG table if said performance-guaranteed environment determination 
circuit determines that the current environment of said bulk memory is outside the performance- 
guaranteed environment; 

a data acquisition circuit which acquires the data which are to be written into said bulk 
memory, a data writing circuit which writes the data acquired by said data acquisition circuit into 
the area of said bulk memory which is specified by the writable address acquired by said address 
acquisition circuit; and 

a verification checking circuit which compares the data which have been written into the 
area by said data writing circuit with the data acquired by said data acquisition circuit, and for 
vrnttoff-g eneratin g information i n said NG table ind icat ing that data cannot be written to the area 
of the bulk memory specified by the writable address acquired by said address acquisition circuit 
in said NG table if determining that the data which have been written into the area does not 
match the data acquired by said data acquisition circuit. 

10. (currently amended): The host device according to claim 9, wherein said address 
acquisition circuit makes a request of a file system that manages files stored in said bulk memory 
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to acquire the writable address wh i ch is not stored in said NG table s o as to acqu i re the addr es s 
o f s aid b u l k m e mory -from said file system. 

1 1 . (previously presented): The host device according to claim 9, wherein said data 
acquisition circuit acquires the data from a memory on a cluster-by-cluster basis. 

12. (currently amended): The host device according to claim 8, wherein information 
indicating the addresses specifying areas of said bulk memory into which data cannot be written 
aFe-iistored in said NG table if an attempt, by said control circuit, to write data in said areas is 
unsuccessful and wherein the host device is a separate device from the bulk memory. 

13. (previously presented): The host device according to claim 9, wherein if said 
verification checking circuit determines that the data which have been written into the area does 
not match the data acquired by said data acquisition circuit, the data writing circuit rewrites the 
data acquired by said data acquisition circuit into an area of said bulk memory which is specified 
by a different address. 

14. (previously presented): The host device according to claim 13, wherein if a 
number of attempts to write the data acquired by said data acquisition circuit into said bulk 
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memory exceeds a permissible number of times, the verification checking circuit generates an 
error event. 
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